
Autumn 1910: The first person ever to use a ship’s 
deck as a runway was Eugene Ely, a former racecar 
driver, piloting a rickety Curtiss aeroplane.

Within a year, he was dead.

Ely’s brief life quickly became the stuff of myth 
and legend, and he was often portrayed as a reckless 
daredevil. But he had lived in an era when newspaper 
reporters unabashedly fabricated details and even 
entire articles, and the many accounts of his life that 
have simply repeated those shameless exaggerations are 
essentially historical fiction.

Eugene Ely: Pioneer of Naval Aviation cuts through 
the sensationalism, relying instead on careful analysis 
of long-forgotten primary sources and photographic 
records. The result is an honest portrait of the quiet, 
unassuming Iowan whose cool-headed demonstrations 
of aviation’s military potential brought about the 
modern aircraft carrier.

Learn more at EugeneElyBio.com.
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John Hiller Zobel (B.A., Harvard, 1981; J.D., Stanford, 1985) was an author, recovering 
attorney, and accomplished athlete. He practiced law for twenty years in Seattle before 
becoming a full-time writer and parent in 2007. His first book, A Slight Change of Plans 
(1998), was a P.G. Wodehouse-style romantic comedy. He died unexpectedly on the summit 
of Aconcagua in Argentina in January 2017.
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